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PAINTING FOR PEACE  
Artist Creates Mural with Black and Brown Youth to Promote Unity in Watts 

- Amanda Seon-Walker - 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God”  
(Mt 5:9). 

Earlier this year, I received a phone 
call from one of my friends telling me 
that I should not spend any unnecessary 
time outside my workplace in Watts.  
When I asked her why, she explained to 
me that a Latino teenager had been 
killed and the word was out that the 
blood of a certain number of Black peo-
ple needed to be spilled before this 
young man’s compatriots would feel 
satisfied.  Having worked in the South 

Los Angeles neighborhood of Watts for 
the past seven years, I am sad to say this 
was not the first such call I have re-
ceived. 

Over the years, the Watts community 
has been known as rife with racial ten-
sion.  Indeed, when you ask people to 
give examples of Black and Latino unity 
in Watts, many draw a complete blank.  
Enter Delores Brown and the Institute 
for Maximum Human Potential (IMHP).  
The IMHP is an independent, human 
service, community and economic  
development agency focused on enhanc-
ing the well-being of individuals, fami-

lies and neighborhoods by addressing 
human rights issues in the community 
through collective efforts.  The agency 
has been providing services to under-
served Black and Latino youth and their 
families since it began in 1993. 

After years of working with Black 
and Latino youth in various programs at 
the agency, Mrs. Brown became tired of 
the misconception that Black and Latino 
youth could not work together.  She de-
cided to create an art project for the ex-
terior of the agency’s Watts headquar-
ters to serve as a reminder to all who 
pass it that Black and Brown youth can 
work together to create something  
beautiful. 

“Through mural art, 

- Msgr. Norm Priebe - 
A truth expressed by the Chinese 

many centuries ago says:  “A nation can 
be judged by how it treats its very young 
and its very old.”  Concern for those 
who are poor and vulnerable should be a 
concern of our nation at this time and in 
each generation.  Health care is a human 
good that is important to everyone.  
What we are as a society is measured by 
our response to justice and God’s law.  
The availability of affordable quality 

health care to all in our society is a 
moral issue, and not merely an economic 
issue or a political issue.  As in so many 
other nations in our modern world, as a 
Christian community, we hope that our 
nation will come to the decision that it is 
not going to leave any people without 
health care.  And once we as a people 
come to this moral decision, a way will 
be found, economically and politically, 
to make it happen. 

There will certainly be economic 

issues that must be dealt with.  There are 
limits to the amount of health care that 
any nation can provide.  But the moral 
requirement facing our nation is that no 
people should be left out.  And when we 
re-write our health care legislation, we 
cannot approve legislation that would 
provide funding for the destruction of 
human life in abortion.  This is to act 
against those who are the most vulner-
able of all, those unborn who await the 
full  gift  of  life  and human develop-
ment. 

The debate over health care has, un-
fortunately, grown very 
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HEALTH CARE IN OUR NATION  
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Letter from the Editor  

- Maria Lopez - 
It was back in l983 that I first met Fr. 

Richard Estrada at Central Juvenile Hall 
where he was the chaplain.  Since that 
day, my life has never been the same.  I 
had read in the St. Jerome parish bulletin 
of the need for people to visit the young 
people in Juvenile Hall.  With some 
trepidation, I decided to go to see if this 
work was meant for me and if I could 
measure up to the task.  It was at this 
time that he encouraged us to return and 
get involved with these youths who were 
at risk of losing their way in life.  To 
make a long story short, I got hooked, 
and after twenty-six years, I still make 
the Sunday trek to Juvenile Hall where, 
together with a group of valiant volun-
teers, I gather to listen to the heart-
wrenching stories of these young people 
who sorely need people who care  

But this story is not about me.  It is 
about Fr. Richard, this extraordinary 
person who became our mentor and 
spiritual trainer.  He taught us volunteers 
how to listen and relate to the incarcer-
ated youths.  He emphasized that we 
were not to lecture the youths about their 
mistakes or to give moralistic advice.  It 
is above all, the sympathetic ear of a 
caring person that they need most.  Al-

though the temptation to utter a few 
words of motherly advice was never far 
from my lips, I have to admit that I have 
become a good listener over the years, 
thanks to his advice and encouragement. 

As one of the parish priests at the La 
Placita Olvera Church, a center that 
draws people in need of a spiritual 
home, especially from the immigrant 
community, he became involved in 
many of the major social and political 
issues of the day.  It is almost impossible 
to keep track of what Fr. Richard is  
doing or what new projects he has in 
mind.  One thing you can count on is 
that his mind is always at work and his 
heart is not far behind. 

As an example, Fr. Estrada went to 
El Salvador when the civil war there was 
at its peak.  He came back with greater 
energy and dogged determination to 
oppose the war and help the oppressed 
people of El Salvador, especially the 
youth.  In l984, he converted a two-car 
garage into a shelter for homeless kids, 
which he later rebuilt into a bigger and 
better place.  He called it Jovenes, a 
place where the kids could come to live, 
work and go to school.  Since its found-
ing, Jovenes, Inc. has become a well 
known and respected organization that 

We are headed into what promises to 
be a dismal Fall, what with the wildfires 
raging all about us and a persistent 
drought that shows no sign of relief.  
Quarrels over health care reform have 
become vitriolic and devoid of  
civility.  One hesitates to think of what 
hateful feelings may be aroused when 
the issue of immigration heats up next 
year.  Even though economists foresee a 
light at the end of the tunnel, people who 
have lost their jobs find little consolation 
with unemployment in California stub-
bornly hovering around 12.5%.  The 
inflammatory battle over the compli-
cated issue of health care reform contin-
ues to bring out the worst in proponents 
from either side, with little hope in sight 
for those who are presently uninsured.  
With an economy in the doldrums, the 
U.S. still seems determined to commit 
more American troops to the intractable 
war in Afghanistan. 

So, in the face of this consistent bar-
rage of bad news, the editorial board of 
the Voice in the Wilderness has decided 
to lighten up a bit and “accentuate the 
positive and eliminate the negative” for 

this issue.  In a concerted effort to reach 
out to those who feel that the Voice in 
the Wilderness is too liberal, that we 
lean too far to the left and that we are 
too ideological in our approach, we are 
going to draw attention to the good 
things being done by people who truly 

believe in the ‘Good News’ of Jesus in 
alleviating the injustices in this world. 

Among the Good News items is the 
report that Pope Benedict is going 
‘green,’ what with the installation of the 
solar panels on the roof of his summer 
home in Regensburg, Germany, his new 
emphasis on care for the environment 
and the rehabilitation of the Jesuit ecolo-
gist, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin.  In his 
latest encyclical, Caritas in Veritate, 
(God is Love), he urges believers to see 
the hand of God in nature, which we 
must treat with respect in order to main-
tain proper balance. 

There are other truly inspiring things 
being done by simple people like us that 
are overlooked.  Maria Lopez writes 
about her mentor, Fr. Richard Estrada, 
who has dedicated his life to uplifting 
the marginalized who find themselves 
pushed to the verge of despair.  You will 
be impressed by the report  of  Armando 
Lopez on his volunteer 
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expanded its impact by opening a  
shelter, transitional house and commu-
nity center to provide services to the 
homeless and low income individuals in 
Boyle Heights.  Fr. Estrada has been 
working also on the development of an 
affordable housing project that will  
increase opportunities and provide stable 
housing for homeless and at risk youths.  
With his vision, Jovenes, Inc. will be 
able to create a campus that will be a 
home to 40 homeless youths just outside 
of downtown Los Angeles.  

On other occasions, he has traveled 
to the desert to take water to the illegals 
who were in danger of dying of heat 
prostration and thirst.  There seems to be 
no limit to what the discipleship of 
Christ beckons him.  I don’t know what 
new projects Fr. Richard will have in 
mind the next time I see him, but what I 
do know is that he is following the mes-
sage of Jesus, loving and caring for our 
homeless youths. 

Recently, Fr. Richard was honored at 
a Giants for Justice luncheon sponsored 
by Clergy and Laity United for Economic 
Justice (CLUE).  The list of his accom-
plishments recited by the master of  
ceremonies was followed by his humble 
acceptance of the honor with an expression 
of commitment to continue.   �  

An Uncontainable Love For Our Youth 
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Give something, how-
ever small, to the one in 
need.  For it is not small 
to one who has nothing.  
Neither is it small to 
God, if we have given 
what we could.  
St. Gregory Nazianzen 
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- Ana Maria Rellin-Ngolaban - 
I would like to tell you some of the 

untold stories of urban poor of Cebu 
City in the Philippines and how these 
people transformed their communities 
through the power of community and 
collective action.  It was during the  
Marcos dictatorship in the early seven-
ties that I left the convent life and  
immersed myself into the life of the ur-
ban poor in Tondo, one of the poorest 
slums of Manila.  It was there that I 
learned what the reality of living in pov-
erty is truly like.  In spite of my vow of  
poverty, I never really knew what it 
meant to be poor.  It was from the peo-
ple that I learned what it is like to live 
simply.  More importantly, however, I 
learned how the power of organizing 
people can give them hope that together 
they can overcome their feeling of help-
lessness and begin to work on the other-
wise overwhelming problems they face. 

But it was only in 1987 that the  
Filipino people through the spontaneous 
uprising of People Power were able to 
overthrow the dictatorship of  
Ferdinand Marcos and to recover their 
long-lost freedom.  In order to maximize 
this new democratic space, my friends 
and I decided to set up a Non-Govern-
mental Organization (NGO) called 
FORGE, (Fellowship for Organizing 
Endeavors).  Our immediate concern 
then was to assist the urban poor in deal-
ing effectively with the massive threat of 
forced eviction to clear the way for the 
government’s plan to set up economic 
zones.  The social cost included the  
destruction of urban and rural communi-
ties as well as the economic dislocation 
of the people.  Community organizing 
and a healthy dose of pressure politics 
became the order of the day. 

Since it is not possible to tell the full 
stories of the many projects successfully 
undertaken by FORGE in this short  
article, I will just mention that for the 
most part we helped organize people 
about to be evicted from their homes to 
make room for government-planned 
expansion, so that they might receive 
just compensation and land for reloca-
tion.  Other projects involved organizing  
tricycle drivers who were about to 

ousted from their means of livelihood at 
the ports.  Not because I am a woman, 
but because it is the truth, I must say that 
it was the women, many of whom were  
uneducated, who provided the most  
effective power against the hired goons 
who tried to drive people from their 
land.  However, the story that I feel you 
will find most compelling follows. 

In 1994, FORGE was invited to an 
AIDS Education Seminar and was intro-
duced to the plight of prostituted women 
who were considered high-risk candi-
dates for AIDS.  This was an effort to 
promote the reduction in AIDS among 
rampant prostitution in the port city of 
Cebu. (Prostitution is one of the cruelest 
forms of violence against women.  It 
reduces women to nothing more than sex 
objects.  All too often desperate to pro-
vide for themselves and for their fami-
lies, poverty-stricken women are driven 
to sell their bodies just to survive.) 

FORGE, observing that few NGO’s 
were willing to take on the challenge, 
stepped into the breach.  In the process 
of providing AIDS education, it saw the 
opportunity to help prostituted women 
break out of this circle of violence and 
degradation and shift to alternative life-
styles and livelihoods.  This led to the 
formation of the organization called  
Babaye Ka, “You are a Woman!”  Study 
circles of 8 to 10 women each met 
monthly.  In their reflection sessions, 
questions, such as, “How do you  
envision yourself in 10 years?”, never 
failed to provoke intense sharing about 
their hopes and aspirations in life.  A 
flood of tears often accompanied these 
disclosures.  After several sessions, 
women began to formulate strategies for 

their future.  In fact, they learned to 
dream again. 

Lest I make this sound too simple, let 
it be said that FORGE outreach workers 
faced tremendous obstacles in their work 
of spotting prospective contacts, in gain-
ing their confidence, and finally per-
suading them to join the group called 
“Young Dreamers,” where hope for a 
better life might be born again.  The 
work had to be done at night in some of 
the most dangerous parts of the city.  In 
spite of the difficulties, this network of 
valiant volunteers enabled many to build 
their self-awareness and self-esteem, 
which eventually allowed them to  
transition to a new way of life. 

Since poverty was the main reason 
for young women to be trapped into 
prostitution, income-generating activi-
ties became a major concern of the 
group if they could realistically entertain 
hopes of breaking free.  Activities, such 
as food preparation, rug-making and 
reflexology were taught.  Many Babaye 
Ka members eventually became  
involved in counseling younger girls 
involved in the flesh trade.  Babaye Ka 
members are adult women who carry out 
their counseling work with girls 17 and 
younger, in short, children as defined by 
Philippine law.  They also provide  
referrals to health services. 

Needless to say, the work of FORGE 
did not erase the problem of prostitution 
in greater Cebu.  In fact, if the truth be 
known, it is still on the rise due to the 
great profitability in sex tourism.  Nev-
ertheless, the organizational efforts of 
FORGE have enabled many women to 
break out of this cruel, demeaning way 
of life and to set them on the path to a 
life of dignity.  It has enabled them to 
work collectively to begin to dream 
again and to regain hope in their lives. 

[The author of this article is a close 
friend of mine.  I asked this creative, 
untiring and dedicated woman, who has 
now given over thirty years of her life to 
help the poor lift themselves out of  
poverty through the power of commu-
nity, to share her story with us.  Most 
people would have moved on to a more 
comfortable station in life, but she  
continues her work organizing the poor 
in spite of the daunting challenges.  Ed.] 

�  

The Power of Community 
�	����������������������������������	
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Young prostituted Filipino women 
ashamed to show their faces 
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- Armando Lopez, D.D.S. - 
Some of you may have read Steve 

Lopez’ August 16th article in the Los 
Angeles Times, Like a Third World  
Country, which was about the Remote 
Area Medical (RAM) event that took 
place at the Inglewood Forum.  (In case 
you are curious, Steve is not one of my 
long-lost relatives.)  Well, I can tell you 
that what he described in his article 
pales in comparison with the real situa-
tion I witnessed when I appeared at the 
doors of the Forum on opening day.  I 
am a retired dentist who has been volun-
teering at the Los Angeles Mission for 
years now.  When I heard about RAM, I 
decided to see for myself what was go-
ing on.  I volunteered, and do not regret 
one moment of the time I spent there. 

On the morning of August 11th at 
6:00 in the morning, the Forum opened 
its doors to over a thousand patients, 
some of whom had been camping out in 
sleeping bags since the previous day. 
These patients were seeking medical, 
dental and eye care that they are  
deprived of because of lack of insurance.  
The majority of the patients were people 
out of work, homeless and desperately 
seeking some sort of remedy for their 
problems.  In actual fact, one had to 
wonder if this really was the United 
States and not some place in the Third 
World.  The name, “Remote Area Medi-
cal,” reflects the needs of people living 

efforts to the U.S.  To cover expenses, 
RAM relies on donations.  Of course, it 
is understood that all personnel  
volunteer their services. 

One curious side story is that Califor-
nia does not allow out-of-state practitio-
ners to volunteer their services here in 
the state.  Had this not been true, RAM 
would have had many more volunteers 
and been able to see many more patients.  
My personal experience at the clinic was 
that the medical and dental needs of our 
lower economic population are sadly 
under served.  Anyone who feels that 
our present medical system is adequate 
and in no need of change should have 
been there to witness firsthand the  
demand for attention.  It was staggering 
to see the number of families without 
insurance or funds to address their medi-
cal or dental problems.  Many dental 
patients came with the hope of getting 
replacements for missing teeth, only to 
be told that it was impossible due to the 
limited scope of time and materials.  On 
the positive side, I was pleased to see 
that the local dental and medical compa-
nies stepped forward with donations of 
supplies. 

Pondering the overall experience, I 
have come to the conclusion that more 
RAM-type clinics could perhaps be  
organized by our local dental and medi-
cal societies on a monthly basis.  There 
are hundreds of retired dentists and phy-
sicians, who I believe would be happy to 
participate.  Are there any ‘Stan Brocks’ 
standing in the wings?   �  
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Remote Area Medical in the poor remote areas of the States.  
Obviously, the needs of people in urban 
Los Angeles are just as great.  One  
dentist at the Forum who has done char-
ity work elsewhere in the world said he 
has never seen conditions like this.   

The dental clinic operated 12 hours a 
day for one week, and at the end there 
were more than 14,500 encounters, 
5,430 fillings were placed, 2,274 teeth 
extracted and 1,889 cleanings per-
formed.  (I do not have the figures for 
the medical and eye clinic procedures.)  
Because of the great demand, many had 
to come back for several days before  
receiving the treatment they needed. 

RAM is the nonprofit project of a 
British gentleman named Stan Brock.  
The organization started in 1985 in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, which remains its 
headquarters to this day.  The group  
began its operations to bring medical 
assistance to remote parts of the world, 
but lately, because of the great need  
perceived locally, it has confined its 
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Genaro Molina/LA Times / 8-11-2009 

work with Remote Area Medical, which 
recently provided medical care to thou-
sands of poor people in not-so-remote 
Los Angeles. 

This only serves to underline the 
urgency of achieving an equitable health 
care reform package, about which Msgr. 
Norm writes in this issue.  Joan Albano 
points to the charitable work being done 
by parishioners and the parish rectory 
staff.  Based upon experiences of her 
extended family, our Parish Advisory 
Board Chairperson, Amanda Seon-

Walker, draws upon her personal  
experiences working with mothers with 
children at risk to tell us of the wonder-
ful work being done in Watts to bring 
racial groups together, in spite of the 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles 
they face due to the drastic cutback in 
funds since the downturn in the  
economy. 

A friend of mine from the island of 
Cebu in the Philippines has created an 
organization called FORGE, which has 
worked on a shoestring budget for years 
now, but has accomplished several  
miracles in the lives of the poorest of the 

poor.  She regales us with one special 
story among the many she has guided to 
fruition.  Cathy Fitzpatrick reports on 
the humane efforts of the group, Doctors 
Without Borders, which does heroic 
work in some of the most troubled spots 
in the world.  And finally, Jacqueline 
Welsh describes the great results from 
Holy Nativity’s Community Garden. 

It is our hope that you will find this 
issue not only readable but also valu-
able.  Ultimately in these stories, we 
hope you will find inspiration to take 
part in the mission to which you feel 
Jesus is calling you.   �  

Be Happy:  Happiness is a by-product of helping others.   Denn y Miller 
A joy that’s shared is a joy made double.   English  proverb 
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most striking features of his social 
teaching. 

Here’s how Benedict put it in his 
recent social encyclical, Caritas in 
Veritate:  “When nature, including the 
human being, is viewed as the result of 
mere chance or evolutionary deter-
minism, our sense of responsibility 
wanes.  In nature, the believer 
recognizes the wonderful result of God’s 
creative activity, which we may use 
responsibly to satisfy our legitimate 
needs, material or otherwise, while 
respecting the intrinsic balance of 
creation.  If this vision is lost, we end up 
either considering nature an untouchable 
taboo or, on the contrary, abusing 
it.”  (Excerpted from Zenit, a Vatican 
news source)   �  

Teilhard, whose daring cosmic theology 
was faulted for “ambiguities and indeed 
even serious errors” in a 1962 Vatican 
judgment that was confirmed in 1981. 

Solar panels were installed this week 
on the Pope’s private home in Regens-
burg, Germany, which are expected to 
feed power into the German electric 
grid.  That move comes on the heels of 
the 2008 installation of solar panels atop 
the Vatican’s audience hall, a project 
which captured that year’s Euro Solar 
Prize (awarded by a secular environ-
mental foundation). 

These new developments reinforce 
the impression that Benedict’s environ-
mentalism — expressed in both words 
and deeds — has to rate as one of the 

The Vatican announced that the 
theme of the Pope’s annual message for 
the World Day of Peace is, “If you want 
to cultivate peace, take care of creation.”   
A brief statement asserted that resolving 
the “present ecological crisis” is 
essential to promoting peace in the 
world, citing environmental threats such 
as over-use of natural resources and 
climate change.   

Very recently, Benedict XVI made a 
brief but unmistakably positive reference 
to the late Jesuit scientist and 
philosopher Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, 
widely considered the patron saint of 
Catholic ecology.  This reference 
prompted speculation in the Italian press 
about a possible “rehabilitation” of 
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exclusion from health care, and natural 
disasters.  DWB provides independent, 
impartial assistance to those most in 
need.  They speak out to bring attention 
to neglected crises, they challenge  
inadequacies or abuse of the aid system, 
and they advocate for improved medical 
treatments. 

In 1999, DWB received the Nobel 
Peace Prize!  Their work is based on the 
humanitarian principles of medical  
ethics, and they are committed to bring-
ing quality health care to any people 
caught in crisis.  They operate independ-
ently of political, military or religious 
agendas.  Medical teams conduct evalua-

tions on the ground 
to determine a  
population's medical 
needs before open-
ing programs.  The 
key to their ability to 
act independently in 
response to a crisis 
is their independent 
funding.  In the 
USA, 100% of their 
funding comes from 

private sources, not the government.  In 
2006, the organization had more than 3 
million individual donors and private 
funders worldwide.  Hooray for us! 

Since the organization is neutral, they 
do not take sides in armed conflicts,  
providing care on the basis of need 
alone.  The medical teams frequently 
witness violence, atrocities and neglect 
in the course of their work, often in  

regions that receive scant international 
attention.  At times, they speak out pub-
licly in an effort to bring a forgotten 
crisis to public attention, alerting the 
public to abuse occurring beyond the 
headlines.  In 1985, DWB spoke out 
against the Ethiopian government's 
forced displacement of hundreds of 
thousands of its population.  In 1994, 
they called for an international military 
response to Rwandan genocide.  In 
1995, they condemned the Serbian mas-
sacre of civilians.  In 1999, they de-
nounced the Russian bombardment of 
the Chechen capital, and in 2004/2005, 
at the UN Security Council, they called 
for international attention to the crisis in 
Darfur.  In 2007, they spoke out against 
the plan of the governments of Thailand 
and Laos to forcibly return nearly 8,000 
Hmong refugees to Laos. 

The DWB medical teams on the 
ground are constantly in dialogue with 
local authorities, warring parties and 
other aid agencies in an attempt to  
ensure the best possible medical care for 
patients and their communities.  In these 
times of greed, selfishness and corrup-
tion, it is so heartening to know that 
more than 27,000 committed individu-
als, representing dozens of nationalities, 
provide assistance to people in crises 
around the world.  May this example of 
goodness and true caring for the well-
being of others be an inspiration to all of 
us, and may it renew our faith in the 
“Brotherhood of Man,” to quote John 
Lennon.   �  

Doctors With A Heart 
- Cathy Fitzpatrick - 

When I was a kid there were always 
jokes about the proud mother bragging 
about “my son, the doctor.”  Being a 
doctor symbolized success, wealth, and 
a big house in the best neighborhood.   
I suppose many were called to this  
profession as much for the promise of a 
lucrative career as for the more noble 
ideals of helping heal the sick.  It is truly 
heartening to learn about a very special 
group of doctors who are providing life-
saving medical care around the world... 
free of charge! 

Doctors Without 
Borders (DWB) is 
an international 
medical humanitar-
ian organization 
created by doctors 
and journalists in 
France in 1971; in 
French the organiza-
tion is called 
Médecins Sans 
Frontière.  Doctors, nurses and other 
medical staff volunteer to provide urgent 
medical care to victims of war and disas-
ter, regardless of race, religion or  
politics. 

Today, DWB provides aid in nearly 
60 countries to people whose survival is 
threatened by violence, neglect or catas-
trophe, due to such things as armed  
conflict, epidemics, malnutrition,  

Pope Benedict is ‘Going Green.’ 
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tion to commemorating their city.  It was 
amazing to see the children working 
together.  We did not have one fight!” 

After the recognition ceremony, one 
participant dragged her mother outside 
to show her contribution.  Her mother 
smiled broadly.  “I am at a loss for 
words,” she said.  “This is just amazing,  
to see what these children did together.  
I just can’t even take it all in.” 

As heartfelt as this story may be, 
many may miss the relevance to us as 
Catholics.  How does this story relate to 
Catholic social teaching?  The answer is 
in several ways, but the most notable is 
that by doing a project that shows  
children that we are more alike than  
different, one in which they must work 
together to achieve a goal, we are  
putting the Catholic social teaching on 
solidarity into practice by promoting 
peace and harmony. 

Brown stated, “It is through working 
together for a common goal that we are 
able to put aside our differences and 
form bonds with those who might look a 
little different.” 

In Gaudium et Spes, we read: “A 
firm determination to respect the dignity 
of other individuals and peoples along 
with the deliberate practice of friendli-
ness are absolutely necessary for the 
achievement of peace.”  Pope Paul VI 
admitted that the work may never be 
done, but encouraged us to continue to 
work for peace in spite of the odds. 

Delores Brown is no stranger to 
Catholic social teaching, having grown 
up in a Catholic household in Los Ange-
les.  From her days as a student at Holy 
Name to her most recent work at Catho-
lic Charities, Brown has felt a sense of 
commitment to serve the least of these. 

“We live and work with the forgotten 
people,” Brown said softly, “those that 
others have written off as useless.  But, 
where others see failure, I see untapped 
potential.  I have seen unlikely friend-

ships blossom as a result of this project.  
I have seen the look on two mothers’ 
faces…two ladies who don’t speak the 
same language…shining with pure joy 
that their children worked together to 
accomplish something so beautiful.  
They shared a moment without words.” 

Both Brown and Pierre felt com-
pelled to work for peace through this 
project.  “I would have done this for 
free,” said Pierre.  “I just feel like any 
opportunity I can have to help children 
connect the dots, to show them that they 
can work together to create something 
positive…I just had to be a part of it.” 

In The Challenge of Peace: God's 
Promise and Our Response, the U.S. 
Catholic Bishops state, “Peacemaking is 
not an optional commitment.  It is a  
requirement of our faith.  We are called 
to be peacemakers, not by some move-
ment of the moment, but by our Lord 
Jesus.  The content and context of our 
peacemaking is set, not by some politi-
cal agenda or ideological program, but 
by the teaching of his Church.” 

As members of a church as diverse as 
St. Jerome, we too can find opportunities 
to work towards bridging the racial  
divide.  Like those children in Watts, we 
can work together on projects promoting 
unity and solidarity. 

At the recognition ceremony, a tall 
sixteen-year-old talked about his new 
hero.  “Maybe one day I can be an artist 
like you,” he said to Pierre.  Pierre and 
Brown have made a commitment to this 
boy that he will work with the agency to 
create a mural for another wall inside the 
recreational area. 

So what is next for Delores and her 
agency?  Mrs. Brown smiles, “We have 
a documentary about the project in the 
works and I think these children should 
create a clothing line.  It would be a 
great way for them to earn money for 
school and promote dignity, responsibil-
ity and work ethic in the process.”   �  
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the depiction of cultural Watts and its 
history gave participating youth a differ-
ent way to learn about their city’s  
culture and history and the experience 
gives them the chance to be involved in 
a project producing positive results,” 
explained Brown.  “We realized there 
were several murals capturing the rich 
culture of the area, but none of which 
highlighted Black and Brown unity.” 

So despite budget cuts, Mrs. Brown 
set out to create a project which would 
promote Black and Latino unity in 
Watts.  She solicited donations and con-
tacted her friend, Jamar Pierre, an inter-
nationally recognized artist-in-residence 
from New Orleans, to ask for his assis-
tance in creating an inspirational mural 
involving the youth in Watts. 

“The goal of painting a mural instead 
of the traditional summer arts and crafts 
classes is that murals give kids and  
others in the community a chance to 
work together as a team toward a  
common goal,” said Pierre. “It also gives 
everyone involved a sense of pride and 
hope once they see the finished project.” 

The project, facilitated by Pierre and 
a team of volunteers, was conducted in 
conjunction with the agency’s Art Ther-
apy class from August 24th to Septem-
ber 4th of this year, and culminated with 
a recognition ceremony for the 50  
children who participated.  Together, 
these youths, who participate in agency 
programs or live in the surrounding 
neighborhood, created a mural capturing 
the history of Watts and moments of 
unity.   

“The greatest impact of the mural 
project is on the human psyche when it 
sees the big bold colors a mural displays 
when painted on an outside wall,” Pierre 
says smiling.  “The youths had a chance 
to feel good about themselves, increas-
ing their self-esteem for their contribu-

Because there were some evils we 
really should avoid, 

And so they sang another hymn to 
help the unemployed. 

In our consideration of health care, it 
is important that our actions match our 
words.  We want to adopt legislation that 
will truly meet the health care needs of 
all people in this great nation.  �  

care of those who would otherwise be 
deprived of it. 

The great Christian writer, G.K. 
Chesterton, once wrote a verse about the 
relationship between words and actions 
in seeking what is good.  It goes like 
this: 

The Christian Social Union was very 
much annoyed, 

strident, with people acting in ways that 
are uncivil, crude, and truly unchristian.  
Shouting and calling names have no 
place in civil discourse.  The way we 
conduct our debate is just as significant 
as the outcome we hope for.  It tells 
what sort of nation we are as we attempt 
to respond to the great need for health 
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- Joan Albano - 
We understand from Matthew 17:20 

that with faith the size of a mustard seed 
nothing is impossible.  Mark 4:14-20 
discusses the word of God sown as a 
seed.  For some people these words are 
not just metaphorical.  For example my 
co-worker receives such powerful and 
immediate answers to her prayers that 
while she works in our finance depart-
ment, office folk file past her desk all 
day requesting her prayers.  Ironically, 
her initials are J.C.  When God told her 
to minister to others, she said, “I don’t 
want to go find them, God.  You send 
them to me.”  And He did.  Could we all 
be so influential in our own way if only 
we nurtured our tiny seed of faith? 

Some of my St. Jerome friends desire 
more company in their attempts to live 
the Gospel by finding Jesus in the poor 
and needy.  I understand their anguish.  
Their concern is for our souls and the 
well-being of all of God’s children.  
James speaks of what it really means to 
love your neighbor:  “What good is it, 
my brothers, if someone says he has 
faith but does not have works?  Can that 
faith save him?” (Jas 2:14)  A common 
misconception is that entrance into 
heaven requires only that one be a good 
person and do no harm.  I recently  
discussed this with a priest friend and 
advisor.  He shook his head and said, “It 
is not enough.”  The two great  
commandments are “to love the Lord, 
your God, with all your heart, with all 
our soul, and with all your mind.” and to 
“love your neighbor as yourself”  
(Mt 22:37-40).  

What parts of ourselves do we with-
hold from God?  Is it safe to think God’s 
omnipotence overrides our free will  
attempts to keep Him at arm’s length?  
We must directly involve our loving 
Father in all our activities to ensure that 
our seed bears fruit. 

I am a mother.  I have 3 prayers:  
1) “God help me if you kids don’t (fill in 
the blank), I’m going to (fill in the 
blank)!!!”  2) “Thank God it’s time for 
you to go to bed,”  and 3) Surrendering 
to God’s will as my tightly scheduled 
days are mangled by unforeseen events, 
leaving a hundred things undone and 

people looking to me for what I cannot 
give — a favorite meal, a report for 
work, sage advice, the missing sock.  
But God wants me to care for my loved 
ones, and Him, too.  If all this business 
with seeds is true, I can’t say ‘I’m too 
busy’ or ‘I don’t know how’ because 
with God, nothing is impossible.  All 
you need is faith the size of a mustard 
seed to pray for the desire to do some-
thing.  You don’t have to get there your-
self, knock on the door and say “Whew, 
God, I made it!”  You just have to tell 
God you’re willing to go for the ride.  
When the bus (it won’t be a limo) pulls 
up at the precisely the wrong time filled 
with sundry and unusual people, get 
aboard. 

Seeds are taking root at St. Jerome.  
Only a few of St. Jerome’s many  
projects are submitted here for your  
inspiration.  You are formally and  
irrevocably invited to scan the spiritual 
garden to see where you fit in. 
· JustFaith answers the question: “What 

specifically do I have to do to live a 
Christian life?”  This is offered every 
year or two.  JustFaith spiritually and 
mentally prepares parishioners in a 
supportive environment to do justice 
outreach and charitable work. 

· Parishioners supply to St. Jerome  
rectory, bagged lunches which are 
distributed each week to as many as 
40 to 50 hungry people who come 
there looking for food. 

· St. Jerome parishioners work down-
town at the Catholic Workers  
Hospitality Kitchen every week.  They 
could use some additional helping 
hands. 

· St. Jerome parish is involved with the 
Holy Nativity Community Garden, 
which grows organic produce for the 
Food Pantry, LAX. 

· St. Jerome parishioners, along with 
other local religious organizations, 
contribute to the Food Pantry, LAX to 
help feed roughly 130 needy families 
weekly.  Several parishioners also sit 
on the Food Pantry, LAX Board and 
others help stack and distribute food. 

· St. Jerome parishioners, led by  
Deacon Guy, work with Clergy and 
Laity United for Economic Justice 
(CLUE), which advocates for a living 
wage for the working poor and  
immigrants. 

· Several St. Jerome parishioners work 
at the Westside Pregnancy Center and 
the Inglewood Thrift Shop (the pro-
ceeds support the pregnancy center).  
Many parishioners contribute to the 
annual baby shower for mother clients 
of the center. 

· Donatus and Murglen Muoneke  
facilitate St. Jerome’s Detention  
Ministry for parishioners who make 
the compassion of Jesus present to 
troubled youths. 

· St. Jerome is in the process of expand-
ing its ministry to visit the sick. 

· Several St. Jerome parishioners are 
directly involved with Heralds for 
Life, an evolving pregnancy center 
offering moral alternatives to abortion 
by helping women and teens manage  
unplanned pregnancies.  In conjunc-
tion with a special project of Fr.  
Kenneth Ojomah, they assist in  
providing integral education to some 
youths in Nigeria. 
Obviously this list is not comprehen-

sive, but suffice it to say that a lot is 
going on at St. Jerome to carry on the 
mission of Christ in our locality.   

When will you choose and begin 
your task?   �  

All You Need is the Seed 

��������	�

�

Men never do evil so  
completely and cheerfully 

as when they do it from  
religious conviction. 

Blaise Pascal  (1623 – 1662)  

Be doers of the word and 
not hearers only,  

deluding yourselves.  
James 1:22 
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Holy Nativity Community Garden  
- Jacqueline Welsh - 

“The difference between a successful 
person and others is not a lack of 
strength, nor a lack of knowledge, but 
rather a lack of will.” (Vince Lombardi) 

It took will, hope and a lot of ingenu-
ity to tear up the lawn and sew the seeds 
to create a Community Garden at Holy 
Nativity Church in Westchester.  In past 
articles, I’ve referred to this garden 
many times.  This project does two 
things: it brings people together teaching 
the power of community, and helps to 
feed the poor.  

In May of 2008, Fr. Peter Rood and 
Joanne Poyorow invited everyone inter-
ested to come and celebrate the opening 
of a Community Garden at Holy Nativ-
ity Church.  Unbelievably, in one 
month’s time, the results from the first 
harvest were in: 
· 2 lbs. 6 1/2 ozs. of string beans - 

purple, yellow, and Scarlett Runner 
· 1 lb. 11 ozs. of scaloppini squash 
· 5 lbs. 5 3/4 ozs. of cucumbers 
· 3 ozs. of chili peppers 
· 10 3/4 ozs. of frying peppers 
· 1 lb. 2 1/4ozs. of basil 
· 3 ozs. of tomatoes 
· 1 lb. 1 1/4 ozs. of lettuce 
· and an estimated 7 lbs. of chard. 

Imagine…such a beautiful garden and 
it has yielded so much food!  All of that 
food was contributed to Food Pantry, 
LAX.  They also channeled some  
produce donated by local gardeners to 
the Food Pantry, LAX.  In the same  
delivery, there were: 4 lbs. 5 3/4 ozs. of 
crookneck squash and approx 11 lbs. of 

grapefruit.  In total, the produce gar-
nered equaled nearly 35 lbs. of food for 
needy people.  And this was just the 
beginning! 

One month later, they harvested 50 
more pounds of food, which included 35 
bundles of chard, 19 eggplants, 24 pep-
pers, and 78 tomatoes; there were oodles 
of purple and yellow string beans, and 
armloads of basil. 

Again, the food was contributed to 
Food Pantry, LAX.  They also delivered 
donations of canned goods, purchased 
potatoes, and some grapefruit and  
lemons from Westchester neighbors.  
The total harvest amounted to 171 
pounds of fruit and vegetables.   

The direction led people to come 
together and learn through classes (at 
Holy Nativity) on how to grow, keep 
and maintain their own garden, as well 
as caring for the various garden beds 
pictured here. 

Classes, open to everyone, offered in 
the past included:  
Soil Building.  Organic gardening all 

begins with healthy, alive soil.  

Rainwater Harvesting.  How we  
installed a Rainwater Harvesting Gar-
den at our site, and how you can too.  

Seed Saving.  How to save seed from 
many of our familiar (and not so  
familiar) vegetables.  

Vegetable Rotations  
& Winter Vegetables.   

The cool season is one of enormous 
bounty in Southern California.  How 
do you rotate vegetables to get the 
most from your garden soil?  

Introduction to Organic Gardening.  
The main concepts from our intro class 
are onl ine on the website: 
www.EnviroChangeMakers.org.  There 
are several resources for any  
organization or group wanting to plan a 
similar adventure.  The experience of  
Environmental ChangeMakers can make 
it easier for anyone wishing to create 
their own community garden.  On the 
same website, you will find information 
on current classes they offer . 

At the 
right is a 
photo of the 
garden soon 
after  i t 
o p e n e d .  
Comparing 
the garden 
now against 
what it was 
then illus-
trates what 
h a p p e n s 
when people come together to solve 
problems, such as hunger, even though 
it might require getting one’s hands in 
the dirt.   �  
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A photo of the Community Garden today 
“Sometimes in the Winds of Change 

We Find Our True Direction.” 

I found some interesting information 
regarding DWP rebate programs that St. 
Jerome parishioners might like to  
pursue.  Please note that funding has 
become restricted, but LADWP custom-
ers are eligible. 

The Residential Drought-Resistant 
Landscape Incentive Program is still in 
effect.  To get an application, go to the 
website: SoCalwatersmart.com.  You 
can also call (888) 376-3314 for further 
information.  Basically an interested 

person/family needs to complete an ap-
plication and submit a proposal (that is, 
pictures) to qualify for the $1.00-per-
square-foot incentive. 

There is also the Trees for a Green 
LA Program for residential LADWP 
electrical customers to receive free shade 
trees.  This Program has been made  
possible in partnership with Million 
Trees LA.  To receive free shade trees, 
call (800) 473-3652.   �  

Patricia Cormier-Herron Reports for St. Jerome 
Transitioners 


